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dispute and that additional time would 
facilitate negotiation of a mutually 
agreeable resolution. 

(4) Decision. The Appeal Deciding Of-
ficer shall have 10 days to issue a deci-
sion granting or denying the extension 
request. The decision shall be in writ-
ing and shall briefly explain the basis 
for granting or denying the request. 

(5) Duration. Ordinarily, extensions 
that add more than 60 days to the ap-
peal period should not be granted. 

(d) Procedural orders. The Appeal De-
ciding Officer may issue procedural or-
ders as necessary for the orderly, expe-
ditious, and fair conduct of an appeal 
under this part. 

(e) Consolidation of appeals. (1) The 
Appeal Deciding Officer may consoli-
date multiple appeals of the same deci-
sion or of similar decisions involving 
common issues of fact and law and 
issue one appeal decision. 

(2) The Responsible Official may pre-
pare one responsive statement for con-
solidated appeals. 

(f) Requests for additional information. 
The Appeal Deciding Officer may ask 
parties to an appeal for additional in-
formation to clarify appeal issues. If 
necessary, the Appeal Deciding Officer 
may extend appeal time periods per 
paragraph (c)(3) of this section to allow 
for submission of the additional infor-
mation and to give the other parties an 
opportunity to review and comment on 
it. 

(g) Service of documents. (1) Parties to 
an appeal shall send a copy of all docu-
ments filed in the appeal to all other 
parties, including the appellant’s send-
ing a copy of the appeal to the Respon-
sible Official, at the same time the 
original is filed with the Appeal Decid-
ing Officer. All filings in an appeal 
must be accompanied by a signed and 
dated certificate of service attesting 
that all other parties have been served. 
Prospective intervenors shall send a 
copy of their request to intervene to all 
parties to the appeal at the same time 
the original is filed with the Appeal 
Deciding Officer. Each party and pro-
spective intervenor is responsible for 
identifying the parties to the appeal 
and may contact the Appeal Deciding 
Officer for assistance regarding their 
names and addresses. Filings in an ap-
peal shall not be considered by the Ap-

peal Deciding Officer unless they are 
accompanied by a certificate of service. 

(2) All decisions and orders issued by 
the Appeal Deciding Officer and the 
Discretionary Reviewing Officer re-
lated to the appeal shall be in writing 
and shall be sent to all parties to the 
appeal. 

(h) Posting of final decisions. Once a 
final appeal decision or discretionary 
review decision has been issued, its 
availability shall be posted on the Web 
site of the national forest or national 
grassland or region that issued the ap-
pealable decision or on the Web site of 
the Washington Office for Chief’s deci-
sions. 

(i) Expenses. Each party to an appeal 
shall bear its own expenses, including 
costs associated with preparing the ap-
peal, participating in an oral presen-
tation, obtaining information regard-
ing the appeal, and retaining profes-
sional consultants or counsel. 

§ 214.15 Resolution of issues prior to 
an appeal decision. 

(a) The Responsible Official may dis-
cuss an appeal with a party or parties 
to narrow issues, agree on facts, and 
explore opportunities to resolve one or 
more of the issues in dispute by means 
other than issuance of an appeal deci-
sion. 

(b) The Responsible Official who 
issued a decision under appeal may 
withdraw the decision, in whole or in 
part, during an appeal to resolve one or 
more issues in dispute. The Responsible 
Official shall notify the parties to the 
appeal and the Appeal Deciding Officer 
of the withdrawal. If the withdrawal of 
the decision eliminates all the issues in 
dispute in the appeal, the Appeal De-
ciding Officer shall dismiss the appeal 
under § 214.10. 

§ 214.16 Oral presentation. 
(a) Purpose. The purpose of an oral 

presentation is to provide parties to an 
appeal with an opportunity to discuss 
their concerns regarding the appeal-
able decision with the Appeal Deciding 
Officer. 

(b) Procedure. Oral presentations are 
not evidentiary proceedings involving 
examination and cross-examination of 
witnesses and are not subject to formal 
rules of procedure. 
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